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MEMORANDUM

o

THE WHITE HOUSE

WABSHINGTON

TOP-SEGRET /[SENSITIVE
UCS REVIEWED 28-Sep-2010: NO OBJECTION TO DECLASS!FICATION]

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION REFERTOOSD
DOS REVIEWED 09 MAR 2011 NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION

SUBJECT: Briefing of Dr, Kissinger by General Pauly
and Colonel Carlson of the Joint Staff
May 12, 1972, from 8:05 to 8:35 a.m.,

PARTICIPANTS: General Pauly
Colonel Carlson
Dr, Kissinger
. General Haig
Captain McKee
Commander Howe
bSD REVIEWED 02-Dec-2011: NO QBJECTION TO DECLASSIFIGATION}

Dr, Kissinger: What is the situation around An Loc, I have been hearing
some reports on television that An Loc has fallen, Are
you sure it hasn't fallen?

General Pauly: The last reports we had were that everything is stable
and the enemy has been thrown back, We will call MACV
and check out the situation,

Dr, Kissinger; The television is saying there were some 10, 000 rounds
of artillery shelling fired at An Loc.

Géneral._}_?au}_y_; That is probably correct, We have reports of some 7,000
rounds.

Dr, Kissinger: Why can't we knock out this artillery? Can't we find
these artillery units that have been hitting us?

General Pauly: The B-52s have been goirg in with good effect,

Dr, Kissinger: If they were doing a good job, we wouldn't be faced with
continual artillery barrages,

General Pauly: I believe the situation is stable,
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"‘OK, but usually the talev:.slon is nght and MACV
-k’kurns Qut to be wrong.

360 rounds of naval gunfire were expended by ships

h o££ morthern North Vietnam, Three destroyers struck
.- a'naval facility and four coastal defense sites in the

_ w704 Thanh Hoa area, There were also strikes against

L e stora‘fge sites ‘aﬁd transshipment points,

Dr, Kissiﬁg’g’f T “How. m,any tactical air stnkes were there in the Free-
. ' R . dom Train area‘? . S

: 'Overall in North Vietnam thiére were 199 lort:.es.

How many north and south Zodqrees nnrth lat;.tude‘?

':“_“'_I‘hﬁre were some J.OO to the north and roughly 90 or $0
', l<that were: not in the Hanoi/ Ha1phong area,

T We ha.Ve a wrapup on the 0perat10n'yesterday (May 11),
' Twelve F-4s struck Bac Mai airfield and knocked out’
a number of bm1d1ngs and re-enforced hangers. There
“were add).tional hits on the Hanoi railroad bridge and it
ig believed that one more span hag been damaged., The
. Coa Nung railroad bridge was destroy-ed. In the Vinh
""area there were 20 to 30 railroad cars destroyed and
'the tracks were damaged in'a number ‘of places. The
: -Phuc ‘Yen petroleum storage aréa hﬁd Bix large sécondary
explomons. During the action thete were 20 MIGs sited
,'t-a.nd sefe 70 SAMs fired, We lost one F~105 and a F~4
: Last sight some 100 ‘attadk ‘sorties hit railroad bridges,
_"-‘-a.:u-railxoad yards and petroleum areas,. One strike knocked
' },';; down a ‘wooden and steel ra.11road bmdge and. subsequent
_ strﬂies la.ter were deverted to- another bmdge and destroyed

&‘

' T’hé”"Nan Dmh petroleum area was struck and there were -
':;la.rge‘*number of fire balls reported, The Haiphong
._pe&roleum area also was, h.it but no BDA was reported,

! ;_x ’i‘here were 1, 12.6 sorties overall yesterday with 661 U. S,
" tactical air stn_kes. Qf ﬂﬁaée 109 were in MR-1, 66 in
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C'MR&Z 281 in MR-3 and 6 in MR 4‘ Additmnany, of
" " course, there were 199 in North Vietnam, VNAF flew
-l«'j/‘-’?'a. botal of 134, There a;re 1 150 sorties planned for

le"Na::v’w looking at the rmmng operatmn the tatal number

‘of manes laid to date ate I,198. Additional destructors
~;-‘Were planted: 1ast night primarﬂy in the Ha1phong Harbor
.area, In add;.twn some were d:tcrpped at Quang Khe and
I}oﬁg Hoi areas. ‘

Haq -‘“thére ‘been-‘nathi"ri‘ga:ih 01‘ mltﬂf ‘ﬂieff‘isﬁft's.‘? |

Wa estlmate that a fotal of 7 ships left before the
tnings were. a,ctwa.ted. Five were USSR ships, one ‘
~Somal and one UK/Hong Kong. The Soviet TASS group
was enroute to the Seéa of Japan - turnéd around and was
”'*wceeding t6 the south “However, it has again turned
arcmnd and is. proceedmg north., One Russian destroyer
. “which i# in the Philippines area appears to be joining the
TOUP,. ‘One cruiger ahd one destroyer left the Sea of
-apa?t'l a:rea., o . .

\ " _“-',,'v' o ,You may ha.ve seen the pxece of COMINT that mdmates
S : L ”étﬁaaks were plarmed agamst u. S. slnps in the Tonkin
Liy GlE,

8 themgan’y chance tha.t they cculd be successful‘?

| ‘ey‘,xmght try to (send in some air«:raft from two du‘ectmns
-_th&t;f&rmacross but: the*} have very little chance of success,
Curréntly we eatimate ‘that there are. 29 ships remaining

izl‘l. Haiphang Hax-bar with 11 of these being Soviet and there are
T .E submarines nn the way to the area to set up a barrier,

: -_{’I‘urning to B 52 adtiwty, the tota.l effort wag concentrated
in MR-3, However, dueto the reporting cycle our records
‘show 30 strikes in MR~2 and 45 in MR-3. Sorties will
countinue in MR~2 until they have achieved the full 75. They
3 vé' hitt:.ng a.roun,d the Kon{:um area. :

-'ﬁases ng a.nd B1rmmgham In the B1rmmgham area .
vnemy bodxes were found K.BA There is heavy enemy
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2 '___"__ev.

een dal:npwomlsed to mme extent accnrdmg to some
intafdepts.,:‘ L : _ __

‘\‘f

| \xl,,mll\thév?_cancel it?

hexe has not been a go - no-go decmmn yet. o

CIn naval gunfire support the cruiser Newport News moved
on the gun line off Military Region'1 and destroyed two 130
s gun sites, In addition.it hit two ammunition dumps

: nf there were nuinérous la,rge aeconda:ry explosions
‘epbrted. In the Ben Het ares of Military Region 2 they
have now counted 304 enemy dead-in the perimeter area..
1n addition 94 weapons were taken including 29 crew
Bexveﬁ weapons. There were light fnendly losses, One
licopter was ghot down but thére was no significant
ctivity around Kontuti' accept. the. B 52 saturatmn raids
‘thh have begun there.

Arbund An Loc thi:re werﬂ aome 1, OOQ rounds ai artlller‘y
fired, In repulsing ground attacks 14 tanks were destroyed.

. including five in‘the northern perimeter area. In the action
211, enetny were KIA: and 246-weapons ceased. Fifty-one
RVN ‘goldiers were ‘killed, 140 were wounded and another
136 are missing, One tank thrust did break into the peri-

: ‘me‘é'ér-bfefore it‘was thrown back but everythmg is holding now,

5 Where are the newamen gettmg ﬁimir reports?

.‘erhaps they' are canfused w:th reports that some 80 percent
of ehve vtown of An: Loc has ‘been destroyed.

Of ¢ourse nho onh ig trymg to. relieve them._ The 21st, 18th,
and 26th Divisions a¥e within an 18 mles area of An Loc but
._;_no ane is. moving to heélp them.
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e Dr. Kissinger:

' General Paul

B ttached_-_a

Lo .Following o
“ bilized in A.

ﬂ ‘n{isomeone ex:plam to me what they* are trymg to do?
T‘Q an: amature this 1ocaks inaame. g

: GeneralF'&‘ﬂ Well there are FW 090 frieh&ly forcma in An Loc. .‘ "I"hé

judgment may be that these défenders ‘can hold out by
themeelves., If we can believe the reports we are
;]gél:tmg, the enemy muat be takmg a very heavy 1oss.

' VG'aidnel_'-Ga;‘f' ; _;-;\"S:.r, there wovld be no aenge ;m gomg into the town. The

ebest thmg to. do. would “be to ormnt on the forces on the
‘ ﬂ-anks. - R :

'I‘hat iﬂ; what I mean. |

b & am‘ fmt Sure what 15 tying down the: dWismn there.

L In MR-4 RFPF forces initiated about 7 actions. They
are patxolling aggresswely and some 51 enemy soldiers
: ‘WQre killed,

'_:hat is all we have for f:odav.
me the notes used by the bnefers.
s, Ganeral Pau}.y repurted that the situation had sta-

oc as 0f 8:10 p.m. Saigon time. However; at §:40 p,m.

there had been: fﬁew night attack and: éeveral compames of enemy troops

. bad gotten int t’hn'pemﬁwtiet.
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